Sermon Series Galatians 2:11-21 

Faith Frees Us To See Beyond Our Limitations

The danger of walls is when you wall something in you also wall something out. When we build a wall around ourselves for protection, we also wall out the good. 

In Phoenix, AZ, in many subdivisions, people build six-foot walls around their homes. The walls are so high that when they look out their windows all they see is the face of a huge wall. No one can see in and no one can see out. The wall protects them against intruders. With a huge wall around them, they protect themselves from being challenged and rubbing shoulders with their neighbor. 






Faith is about seeing beyond our limitations. The limitations we put on ourselves or the limitations put on us by others. 
 




Walls are not just physical barriers, there are emotional and spiritual walls, and what about those stubborn walls we build with our prejudices, grudges and resentments.  
As we learned last week, God transformed Paul’s heart. God did not simply reveal new information to Paul, instead God took hold of Paul’s life, God broke down the walls in Paul’s heart—walls of hatred. Paul had walled himself off from Christ and Christianity. But God did not let go of Paul because of that. 







Instead God made his dwelling place in Paul’s heart. Jesus found great value in Paul’s life, and his hatred towards the church was rechanneled into a new energy and passion for Christ.





  






On any given day, I wonder how many times God reshapes your attitudes, the thoughts we think. I wonder hoe many times in a course of a day we reposition ourselves to align ourselves with Jesus. How many times do we say to ourselves, “Wow, I have Jesus living inside me; I have the depth and breath of Jesus’ faith living inside of me.” 

Faith is trust but it is something more, it is the moment-to-moment awareness that Jesus lives inside of us. 

Paul says to the Galatians: “I have been crucified in Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”

Paul understood his life as being crucified in Christ, being buried with Christ and raised in his resurrection. Paul is furious that the Jewish Christians have walled off the Gentiles, the new Christians whom Paul helped to bring along into the faith.   

It is simply not the case as N.T. Wright says, ‘Since we are justified by grace through faith that we have to go to work all by ourselves to complete the job of our salvation by struggling and striving, unaided to live a holy life. It isn’t a 50/50 proposition like God does some of the work and leaves the rest to us!







The Jewish Christians are offered a new way of life. But they cannot let go of the old ways of doing things. They would rather die than let go of the law.  




Obstacles, barriers to faith, walls that stop growth. When we look at our ministries and our relationships, what barriers known or unknown have we set up that keeps others from knowing the saving power of Jesus. 







With zeal Paul pushes the Jewish Christians to opt for an either/or response. Paul says, “You cannot have everything both ways.  You cannot build a wall of prejudice and judgment around your Gentile neighbors and expect to live in Jesus.” You cannot quarrel with each other and say you love Christ. You cannot love Christ and wall off your neighbor. In the cross, everyone is equal. There is not inner circle or outer circle But much like the Jewish-Christians, we also battle with legalism. We want others to play by our rules, and conform to our standards. 

Current research on congregational growth indicates that small declining congregations of 125 or less want visitors and new members to become like them. They want others to fit their mold, while larger growing congregations want visitors and new members to grow in their relationship to Jesus. 






Newcomers churched or unchurched have a history, a past that can help to inform new ways of thinking about old problems. But first we have to let them over the wall. Each new member or visitor that comes into a church has the power to teach us something and bring vital change to any congregation or ministry – the power of one!  


And yet the gospel calls us to shape our ministries in such a way that we make ministry barrier-free, providing in advance programs that welcome those who are different than we are.   

Faith frees us to see beyond our limitations, faith is a barrier breaker.

Faith works practically through loving and including others. 

Richard was bound to a mobile chair—his limitation was MS. He felt walled off from the world due to his disease. He was young—30 or so. He was married and had a family. One day while in the hospital, God whispered to him, Richard, I’m setting you apart today, be a chaplain and help others. 







Richard entered seminary. During the year, in rain, snow or sunshine, you could see Richard cruise across the quadrangle in his mobile chair. The seminary had never had a student like Richard before. Richard was breaking all the rules. And he was making the staff bend their own rules.  









He required a different type of care than the rest of the students. 


The staff and the facilities were not prepared for him. By his just being there, he challenged their entire operational system. He was in community, but he was different.

Richard had to adjust to the community and the community had to make adjustments to Richard. Classes had to be rescheduled for rooms that were barrier free, and decisions had to be made how on how to get him to the lunchroom each day. His hands were crippled, gnarled and he took notes on a keyboard. He was tall, and he would sit in front of the classroom, blocking the view of the other students.  



Every Wednesday, Richard would leave his core group earlier than the others. He would ride his mobile chair across the quadrangle to the chapel. There a few hearty men would wait for him every Wednesday. And then something quite amazing happened. Richard and his chair would be hoisted on ropes, up a tall flight of stairs and over a wall.  The first day they tried this, not knowing what would happen it was a success, and once up over the wall, the people applauded. 







Once on the chapel floor, he would then wheel himself to his pew and wait for the community to assemble for Eucharist. He said, once, I carry MS in my body—but I carry Jesus in my heart and together Jesus and I break down barriers, and together we are scaling the walls.










 

Through the years, people were drawn to Richard. They learned from him. They saw his beauty and strengths. They saw in Richard a freedom to live “what you see is what you get.” Richard graduated and became a chaplain.   

What sin in our lives do we need to die to? What in our lives needs to be crucified?  

Envy and the need to exclude others, greed, magnifying petty grievances, unresolved anger and quarreling, intolerance for people who challenge our ways, or accepting the imperfections in ourselves and others. 








Oh to live the crucified life—to be set free to be who we were always meant to be. To live in peace and harmony with one another – that is what Christ died for.  



It was Jesus who was first hoisted up on the cross, up over the wall of death in order that the whole world would one day be set free. 

And free we are. Amen. 

